
Whitworth Art Gallery   Summer Season 
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Endings are always difficult, particularly when the end of 
something is the also the beginning of a new kind of marvellous. 
This is the final season for the Whitworth Art Gallery as it has 
been since 1889. The Gallery has, of course, evolved in the 124 
years since its inception but it has never before closed entirely 
to the public for refurbishment. We say goodbye but not for 
long. The new Whitworth will bring with it all the best elements 
of our 124 years, and we will welcome visitors to an expanded 
and transformed gallery in our park in summer 2014. 

To celebrate this and to thank all the visitors who have made 
the Whitworth such a remarkable place, our final season gets 
out all our best things. We want to give all of you something 
wonderful to remember us by and give new visitors a taste 
of why we are important. Our final season is a ‘best-of’ all the 
eclectic elements that make up the character of the Whitworth; 
from Dürer prints, to contemporary art and performance, to 
wallpapers, to Blake’s Ancient of Days to Epstein’s much loved 
Genesis. We launch with a 65 hour long performance by Nikhil 
Chopra and by keeping the whole Gallery open night and day  
for this long weekend. 

We know that it is people who make the Whitworth the special 
gallery that it is. We hope very many of you will join us to 
celebrate sending the Whitworth into the next phase of its 
cultural life in Manchester. Over the last weekend of summer  
we can promise you a party full of curiosity, wonder and delight. 

We hope to see you all there.

Maria Balshaw 
Director, Whitworth Art Gallery  
and Manchester City Galleries.

Goodbye for now 

#WhitworthSummer
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The Indian artist Nikhil Chopra has been widely 
acclaimed for his performances that use a repertoire 
of characters to unravel the complexities of colonial 
India and Britain, along with his own history. For  
Coal on Cotton, Chopra will turn his focus to two 
materials that made Manchester supremely wealthy in 
the 19th Century — and that continue to hold workers 
in modern slavery beyond Europe and North America.

Held over 65 continuous hours in the new Landscape 
Gallery at the Whitworth, Coal on Cotton will span 
centuries and continents. The show will ask its 
audience to witness and reflect on connections 
between the lives of our forebears and ourselves,  
and on the actions that drive power and possession.  
In a gallery space engulfed by cotton, Chopra’s  
work will make connections between Mumbai  
and Manchester, cities sewn together through  
Britain’s imperial might. This will also be a once  
only opportunity to see the Whitworth’s new gallery  
spaces 12 months before they will open to the public. 

–– 
Nikhil Chopra was born in 1974 in Calcutta, studied  
art at Ohio State University and now lives in Goa.  
His work Yog Raj Chitrakar: Memory Drawing VIII  
was part of Marina Abramovic Presents… at MIF09. 

Nikhil Chopra: Coal on Cotton, 2013. 
Commissioned and produced by  
Manchester International Festival  
and Whitworth Art Gallery. 

ISG is building the Whitworth’s new  
gallery in the park and has generously 
supported Coal on Cotton.

Coal on Cotton
5__7 July 

A live performance  
over 65 continuous hours  
Sunrise 4.48am Fri__  
Sunset 9.37pm Sun 

#MIFChopra

Nikhil 
Chopra

Nikhil Chopra, Inside out, 2012  
Live Performance  

Photography: Shivani Gupta  
Costumes: Sabine Pfisterer

All the Whitworth’s exhibitions 
will be open all day and all 
night for 65 hours during Nikhil 
Chopra’s performance. 
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William Blake, The Ancient of Days, c.1824

Revolutionary Light brings together some of 
the finest examples of works on paper from the 
Whitworth’s collection.

The fiery intensity of William Blake’s religious imagery 
is epitomised in his 1809 series of watercolours, 
based on Milton’s poem Hymn on the Morning 
of Christ’s Nativity. In these intricate works, light 
blasts, beams and glimmers to convey the adoration, 
majesty and horror within these narratives. Also  
on display is Blake’s masterpiece in watercolour,  
The Ancient of Days (c.1827) with the burning disc  
of the sun at its centre.

Anish Kapoor’s suite of etchings, Blackness from her 
Womb (2001) glows with a luminosity achieved by 
contrasting intense colour with deep inky darkness. 
Inspired by William Blake, these prints address the 
symbolic, mystical significance of light and dark.

Also on display is a stunning selection of works by 
JMW Turner. Reported to have uttered the words  
“the sun is God” shortly before his death, Turner 
became the master of painting sunlight, harnessing 
its power and demonstrating its dramatic effect  
upon the landscape.

Revolutionary Light 
5 July__1 Sept 

Blake,
Kapoor,
Turner
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This exhibition reveals stellar works from the 
Whitworth’s collection made by leading European 
artists, and British artists with links to the Continent.

Highlights include exquisitely detailed engravings 
and woodcuts from the Renaissance by Italian and 
Northern European artists such as Andrea Mantegna 
and Albrecht Dürer; and drawings and prints by Pablo 
Picasso, including Poverty (1903), a Blue Period 
watercolour, and The Frugal Meal (1904). This is one of 
Picasso’s most significant etchings, and the first ever 
work by Picasso to enter a UK public art collection, 
when the Whitworth acquired it back in 1922.

The show also features drawings and prints by Edgar 
Degas, Camille and Lucien Pissarro, Henri Toulouse-
Lautrec, Vincent Van Gogh, Edvard Munch, Henri 
Matisse, Paul Klee, Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Naum 
Gabo; two self portraits by Lucian Freud; and the first 
showing of a major new acquisition by contemporary 
German printmaker, Christiane Baumgartner.

Themes in European Art 
5 July__1 Sept 

Continental
Drift

Pablo Picasso, Le Repas Frugal (The Frugal Meal), 1904
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Traditionally wallpaper was considered mere 
backdrop. In 2013 wallpaper is everywhere, in 
corporate and domestic interiors, on the outside as 
well as inside of buildings and on gallery walls as 
works of art. Consumers now recognise that the 
wallpaper in their homes reflects their class, status 
and cultural affiliations.

The Whitworth’s collection of wallpapers and 
wallcoverings is internationally significant. This 
exhibition marks the culmination of a major five-year 
programme of historic wallpaper acquisitions funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Collecting Cultures 
scheme. It also includes many wallpapers made by 
contemporary artists, reflecting the shift in perception 
about the status of wallpaper, as it becomes artwork.

On display are more than 30 new acquisitions dating 
from the 18th to late 20th Centuries. Highlights 
include rare French hand-painted arabesque panels 
(c1795), space fantasies and stunning large-scale 
1980s florals. Also included are works by 20th Century 
artists such as Virgil Marti, Dorothy Carr, Allen Jones 
and Niki de Saint Phalle.

New Wallpaper  
Acquisitions 
5 July__1 Sept 

Wall to
Wall

Niki de Saint Phalle,  
Nana, 1972 
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Deep Water (1989) is one of a group of significant 
sculptures by Alison Wilding RA that were gifted to 
public galleries in Britain through the Contemporary 
Art Society in 2003. This is the first time that this 
important work from the Gallery’s collection has been 
on show at the Whitworth. 

Alison Wilding is one of Britain’s most respected 
artists. Born in Blackburn, Lancashire she was 
nominated for the Turner Prize in 1992. In 1999 she 
was elected to the Royal Academy of Arts and won 
a Paul Hamlyn award in 2008. Her works of art often 
employ contrasting materials and combine opposing 
qualities, hard and soft, masculine and feminine,  
light and dark. 

Deep Water 
5 July__1 Sept 

Alison
Wilding

Alison Wilding, Deep Water, 1989  
Courtesy of the Artist
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Construction reflects on the last major remodeling 
of the Whitworth Art Gallery building. From1964 to 
1968, the architect John Bickerdike created a new 
space especially designed to display contemporary 
works. Now known as the South Gallery, the full-
length windows flood the space with natural light and 
provide views onto the park.

Construction showcases abstract works drawn 
from the Whitworth’s and Manchester Art Gallery’s 
collection. Created in the 1960s by innovative, 
inspirational British artists such as Victor Pasmore, 
Antony Hill and Kenneth and Mary Martin, these 
abstract works explore the mathematical principles in 
nature, combining industrially produced materials with 
handcrafted techniques. As the Whitworth embarks 
on a new building phase these artists’ interests in 
architectural forms, space, light and nature continue 
to inspire and influence artists and designers.

5 July__1 Sept 

Construction

Mary Martin, Perspex Group on Red E, 1967 
©The Estate of the Artist
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The Whitworth maintains its contemporary  
relevance by acquiring the best work by artists 
working internationally and in our country. Idle 
Thoughts by Pavel Büchler, artist and Professor at 
Manchester Metropolitan University, is one of our 
most recent acquisitions.

Diaries are written for two reasons – to remember 
what happened and to get it off our chests and down 
on paper, unburdened, unchecked and, often, unread.

For a year, Pavel Büchler wrote his diary on twelve 
pages – all of January 2003 on one page, over and 
over again for all of its thirty-one days, and repeated 
this process for every month of the year. These 
twelve pages were then published and the artist 
wrote his diary for another year on them – and then 
these were published, and another diary was written, 
this process being repeated over several years. 

So blue-black with ink that they shine, these self-
obliterated diaries tell us nothing through writing, but 
by becoming drawings make us notice the difference 
between meaning as word and meaning as image.

Idle Thoughts 
5 July__1 Sept 

Pavel
Büchler

Pavel Buchler, Diary 2007–2008.1 
Courtesy of the Artist
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Join us for a celebratory weekend of free, unusual 
events and astonishing art. This is our goodbye for 
now, as we close the Whitworth to finish building 
the new gallery in the park.

 There’ll be lots to do and see, with drama and 
spectacle coming to a head on Saturday evening. 
And as dusk falls on Sunday, Nick Crowe and Ian 
Rawlinson, artists who know Manchester and the 
Whitworth well, are marking the end of this phase 
of the gallery’s life with Six White Horses, a work 
that is enchanting, beautiful and elegiac.  

Not to be missed, you’ll never see the like of this 
in the park again. 

This final extraordinary weekend is our way 
of saying thank you to everyone who makes 
the Whitworth what it is. We look forward to 
reopening in 2014 ready to inspire you again for 
many years to come.

Whitworth Weekending
Fri 30 Aug__Sun 1 Sept

Nick Crowe and  
Ian Rawlinson 
Six White Horses 
Sun 1 Sept  
6pm__Midnight 

#WhitworthWeekending 

Whitworth
Weekending

Six White 
Horses

Nick Crowe and  
Ian Rawilnson
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The Enormous Saturday  
to Sunday Supplement  
Sat 6_Sun 7 July, 5am_5am  
Free, no need to book 
As the Gallery hosts Nikhil Chopra’s 
durational performance, Coal on Cotton, 
join us for a full 24hrs of events.  
Starting and ending with sunrise yoga 
sessions, with a mix of live music,  
films and artist talks in between.  
Events take place every two hours from 
5am. Highlights include talks from artists, 
Alison Wilding and Pavel Büchler, plus late 
night stargazing with an astronomer.  
Visit our website for full details of all events.  
#MIFChorpra

Sunrise Yoga
Coal on Cotton
Sat 6 & Sun 7 July, 5am
Free, no need to book

RNCM Performance
Urban Wandering
Sun 7 July, 12.30__1.15pm 
Free, no need to book 
Enjoy music and art together in this 
concert by students from the Royal 
Northern College of Music. Supported  
by the Friends of the Whitworth Gina  
Miller Bequest.

Art/Science Exchange with 
Cell Matrix Research Centre
Wednesday 10 July, 6pm__8pm  
Free, booking essential
Join us for this initial network meeting 
and take part in creating a new discourse 
between artists and scientists. From this 
exchange event, we’ll invite and support 
proposals for art/science collaboration 
ideas as interventions in Whitworth Art 
Gallery’s public programme.

Crafternoon Tea 
Wednesdays 10 July & 14 Aug  
Saturdays 20 July & 17 Aug, 1__3pm 
£5, booking essential
Social art and craft workshops. Try your 
hand at some new, unusual techniques in 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. You’ll even 
receive a voucher to enjoy a brew in our 
café when you’re done! 

Yoga
Every Thurs 11 July__29 Aug 
8.30__9.30am 
£3, booking essential
A fantastic way to start your day. Use our 
gallery spaces to exercise, relax and simply 
feel better. Please bring your own yoga mat.

After Hours
Sat 13 July, 7.30__10.30pm  
Free, no need to book 
An evening of art, discussion and 
performance co-curated with Mark 
Devereux Projects (MDP) artists, Nicola 
Dales, David Ogle and Nicola Ellis. 
These artists are exhibiting in, Means of 
Feedback, at Cube Gallery, 11__17 July. 
www.markdevereuxprojects.com 

Body Stories 
Over 50s Movement  
& Visual Art Workshops
Thurs 18, Fri 19, Thurs 25, Fri 26 July 
1.30__4.30pm 
Free, booking advisable 
Join dance artist Gerry Turvey, to explore 
visual art as a starting point for movement 
and choreography. Throughout the 
workshops participants are guided to share 
Gerry’s process towards making their own 
stories that map their own physicality. 

Body Stories 
Performance & Sharing 
Sat 27 July, 3pm 
Free, no need to book 

Alternative Camera Club
Saturdays 27 July & 24 August, 1__3pm
Free, no need to book 
Get away from talk of focal lengths, 
megapixels and f-stops for a more 
considered, conceptual approach to 
photography. Join us for discussions  
and talks from photo artists with the 
chance to share your images and ideas 
with the group.

Serious about Art:  
Weekend Course 
Introduction to 
Ply-Split Braiding
Sat 3 & Sun 4 Aug, 12__4pm
£35, booking essential 
Inspired by our textiles display, Tradition 
and Innovation. Join textile artist Julie 
Hedges, and learn traditional Ply-Split  
Braiding techniques. 

Textile Art Now
Saturday 10 Aug, 1__3pm
Free, no need to book 
Introducing new, innovative textile artists, 
through talks, discussions and workshops. 
Learn about their practice as they share the 
skills that make their ideas possible.

Events for 15 to 19 year olds

Stuff Happens
Weds 24 & 31 July, 7, 14, 21, 28 Aug  
1__3 pm 
Free, no need to book 
Design your own sessions. What do you 
want to do? What should happen in Art 
Galleries? What type of creatives do you 
want to work with? Let’s hear what you 
have to say and do it!  

News and events 
whitworthadultprogramme. 
wordpress.com 

Event booking 
0161 275 7450 
whitworth@manchester.ac.uk 

Bringing art, people and  
ideas together, the Adult 
Programme promotes new  
ways to use our exhibitions, 
collections and spaces.

Photo: WeAreTape.com

Adult
Programme



For babies and 
their grown-ups

Art Baby
Every Wednesday, 10.15__11.15am  
or 11.30am__12.30pm 
Free, booking essential
t 0161 2757450
Creative sensory, discovery and play  
sessions accompanied by a musician. 
Especially designed for babies before  
they learn to walk. 

For under 5s and 
their grown-ups

Toddlertastic 
Every Monday, 10.30__11.30am  
or 11.30am__12.30pm 
Free, booking essential
t 0161 2757450
Creative sessions in drama, music,  
art and dance especially for the under  
fives and their grown ups. 

For children of all ages, 
their families and carers

Colourful Sunday Special: 
Coal & Cotton 
Sun 7 July, 1.30__3.30pm 
Free, no need to book 
Celebrate MIF and work with fun creative 
activities, adding to a large-scale artwork 
inspired by Coal on Cotton.  
#ColourfulSunday 

Colourful Sundays 
Every Sunday, 1.30__3.30pm 
Free, no need to book 
Join friend, family for fun drop-in  
creative workshops. There are new arty 
adventures to take part in every week  
from mask making to sculptures.  
#ColourfulSunday 

DIY Art
Every weekday 24 July__30 Aug 
1__3pm  
Summer Holiday  
Free, no need to book 
Drop into the Gallery’s DIY creative corner 
with your family and create anything from 
floor-art to sculptures. DIY Art is available 
for you to take the led, play and have fun 
experimenting with changing themes and 
art materials each week.

Meet the builders
Fri 9 Aug, 10am__3pm  
Summer Holiday 
Free, no need to book 
We are building a new Whitworth, 
come and join an artist our builders ISG 
construction team. Pick up your design 
brief and take up the challenge of creating 
a new town and construct a 3D town. 

Everyday family activities
Free, no need to book 
We have lots of new activities for you  
to pick up and enjoy any time around the 
Gallery and its grounds. Our award-winning 
café serves child friendly meals,  
and there’s a park next door. 

Home Educators
Mondays 8 & 15 July, 1.30__3pm 
Free, drop-in 
Bring your family meet an artist and enjoy 
experimenting with different art forms. 
Sessions are developed with families 
following the creative and exciting interests 
of the children. 

For 11 to 14 year olds

Summer in the City
Tuesdays 23 & 30 July  
6, 13, 20, 27 Aug, 1__3 pm  
Summer Holiday 
Free, drop-in 
Take part in dynamic weekly creative  
workshops inspired by our summer  
exhibitions! A great chance to learn  
new skills working with artists, and you 
can work towards a Bronze Arts Award 
when you attend all six sessions.

www.manchester.ac.uk/
whitworth/whatson/families/
freeevents 

Families 
Free Artist Led 
Workshops

“The Whitworth is 
brilliant, we know 
we can turn up any 
Sunday or school 
holiday and there 
is something exciting 
for the whole family to 
take part in, get active 
and creative for free!”
Jonas, Dad of four 

Photo: WeAreTape.com



Admission Free

Opening times
Mon__Sat 10am__5pm
Sun 12__4pm

Open continuously for 65 hours!
During Nikhil Chopra we are  
open from sunrise Fri 5 July,  
until sunset Sun 7 July.  
The Gallery Café is open all 65hrs 
the Gallery Shop is open 6am_2am.

Whitworth Art Gallery 
The University of Manchester 
Oxford Road  
Manchester M15 6ER
0161 275 7450 
whitworth@manchester.ac.uk 
manchester.ac.uk/whitworth 

Find us
We are in Whitworth Park, 1.5 miles  
south of Manchester city centre.

Walk: 40min from Manchester city  
centre. Flat paved route, not traffic-free.

Bike: Sheffield stands on-site, lockers  
on-site (£1 coin, refundable)

Bus: 15, 41, 42, 43, 140 – 143, 147.  
Ask for bus-stop nearest MRI, Oxford Road.

Tram: St Peter’s Square + bus 10min  
or + walk 30min

Train: Oxford Road + bus 10min  
or + walk 30min

Car: On-street parking (max 2hrs)  
on Denmark Road. Nearest car park  
Cecil Street. See map. 
 

The Gallery Café
The Guardian 10 Best Budget Restaurants, 2012  
Mon__Sat 10am__4.30pm, Sun 12__3.30pm

The Gallery Shop
Offering a great selection of art books, cards  
and gifts the shop also stocks Little Greene paints 
and wallpapers.

Manchester Museum
The Museum is 10 minutes’ walk from the Gallery, 
with collections and activities for families and adults. 
0161 275 2648 manchester.ac.uk/museum 

#galleryinthepark 
The Whitworth will close on Mon 2 Sep 2013,  
to transform the Gallery into a new 21st century  
gallery in the park. We will reopen in Summer 2014. 

Friends of Whitworth Park
To help make the Gallery’s setting even better,  
email: shones@altrincham.freeserve.co.uk

The Whitworth needs you!
As we close for the final transformation of the  
Gallery, there has never been a better time to  
support us! To make a donation large or small please 
contact jo.beggs@manchester.ac.uk, 0161 275 7474

To donate by text send the message: WAGM14  
and the amount you wish to donate to 70070.

Friends of the Whitworth
Get more involved with the Gallery and its work, 
email: friendsofthewhitworth.org.uk 

Paints by Little Greene
Little Greene’s environmentally friendly paints  
and wallpapers, including designs from the archives 
at the Whitworth. Little Greene is the Whitworth’s 
official paint sponsor: littlegreene.com

With thanks to Virgin Trains
Virgin Trains run from London to Manchester every 
20 minutes with a journey time of just over 2 hours.

Access
Wheelchairs, rollators, seating, free portable 
stools. Low lighting in most galleries.  
Guide Dogs welcome. For a large print  
version of this leaflet call 0161 275 7450, 
email whitworth@manchester.ac.uk or  
pick up a copy at the welcome desk.

 /whitworthartgallery 

 @WhitworthArt 


